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FaRM LABOR LEGISLaTION: STaTUS AND PROSPECTS 
(as of May 26, 1965) 


During the current session of the California legislature, a number of bills and 
resolutions were introduced having a direct bearing on agricultural workers. 


There were four bills dealing with unemployment insurance: 

1. AB 1280 (Dymally, D., L-a.) was an aFL-CIO "go for broke" package, extending 
coverage to farm workers and virtually all other workers not now covered. It also 
incredsed the benefits to all workers. f 

2. «aB 62) (Zenovish, D., Fresno). Under this bill, sponsored by the Teamsters, 
agricultural employers would begin contributing to the UI Fund this year, but workers 
would not begin drawing benefits until 1967. 

3. AB 2926 (Foran, D., S.F.), introduced at the request of Governor Brown. This 
bill would place earnings requirements on farm workers at such levels as to reduce the 
drain on the UI Fund -- and exclude most farm workers from coverage. 

yy. «aB 290 (Veneman, R., Modesto) was co-authored by virtually the entire assembly 
Committee on agriculture. It would make unemployment insurance for farm workers con- 
tingent on passage of the Leggett Bill (HR 508) in Congress, which would provide an 
80% subsidy to agricultural coverage. 

A subcommittee of the assembly Committee on Finance and Insurance has received 
testimony on these bills from Citizens for Farm Labor and others. The subcommittee is 
preparing its report, as of this writing. The full committee will act on or soon after 
June 2. Swift and massive action is necessary if the long overdue coverage by unemploy- 
ment insurance is to be extended to agricultural laborers. 


Four other assembly measures had to do with minimum wage: 

1. AB 115) (Rumford, D., Berkeley), was a "little Fair Labor Standards act," 
providing a $2 an hour minimum for all California workers, and overtime beyond 0 hours. 
2. AB 185) and 1855 (Burton, D., S.F.) would have set a $2 an hour minimum for 

all occupaticns. 

3. AJR 1 (Pattee, R., Salinas) memorializes the U.S. Congress to establish a 
federal minimum wage for agriculture equal to the highest state average (presumably 
Hawaii). 

all of these bills were killed in assembly committees, except AJR 1 which 
passed -- but which is of binding effect on no one. 


AB 226 (Brown, D., S.F.) would repeal the present exclusion of workers living 
on the farm from coverage under the Fair Employment Practices act. On May 25, the 
Assembly Committee on Governmental lfficiency and Economy sent this bill to the 
assembly with a "do pass" recommendation. Letters to your assemblyman are urged. 


4B. 1930 (Duffy, R., Hanford) provides that wage informatio must be posted by 
farm labor contractors in both Spanish and Mnglish, on the bus and at’ the job site. 
It passed: the::Assembly on May 26, and is awaiting Senate Committee assignment. 

AB 1931 (Duffy, R., Hanford) makes it mandatory that a farm labor contractor 
have a: bona fide job order when he picks up workers, and that he pay them for travel 
time if there turns out to be no work at the jcb site. It has passed the assembly, 
and is.scheduled for hearing by the Senate Labor Committee on June 10. 


AB 2483 (Burton, D., S.F.), was a "little Wagner act," providing machinery for 
all California workers -- including agricultural workers -- to exercise the right to 
organize and bargain collectively. It has bem killed in assembly committee. 
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\B 2662. (Mévers,D., S-F.) would require, rather than merely permit, the state 
voartment of Public Health to maintain rural health clinics for migratory workers. 
Le Assembly Comaittee on Industrial Relations will conduct a hearing on June 2. 
3136 (Song, D;, Monterey Park) would establish a program of recruitment and 
~nsportation of domestic agricultural workers similar in general outline to the 
sracero program. No hearings have bem scheduled. 


By ad -ison with the assembly, there were very few farm labor bills initiated 
he 12te side. 


767 (Williams, D., Hanford) would authorize that the Governor's "master 
migrant plan" of rest camps, etc., be carried out as part of the "war on poverty. “4 


2 


Tt has passed the Senate and is awaiting assembly committee assignment. 


8B 1102 (Steirn, D., Bakersfield) would require toilet and handwashing facilities 
for field workers harvesting food for human consumption. It will be heard by the 
Ssnate Committee on Finance on May 27. 


SB 113 (Farr, D., Monterey) would set certain standards for farm labor centers 
erated by public housing authorities. It will be heard by the Senate Committee on 
2bor‘on, May 27. 


CJR 1 (Sturgeon, R., San Luis Obispo) would memorialize Congress to enact new 
gislation to allow the importation of farm laborers from "friendly foreign countries." 
an 


hearings have been neduled. 


Men-r other bills would indirectly affect agricultural workers, although not men- 
them specifically. For example, a number of bills have been introduced ko 
the Aid to Families with Dependent Children program. One of them, aB 2378 
ay aey's R., El Centro) would make it a criminal offense, to be prosecuted by the 
; rict attorney, for an aFDC recipient to decline to accept employment -- including 
varm labor -- at the prevailing rate. This fantastic proposal has been favorably 
omnended to the Assembly by its Committee on Social Welfare. 


All in all, this is an extremely ccnservative legislature, in farm labor as in 
other matters. The heavy Democratic majorities in both Senate and Assembly mean 
nothing. ‘The only major farm labor legislatim with even a glimmering of a chance 
of passage is unemployment insurance, and its chances are less bright than they 
were in 1963: 

The bills listed above which have not already been killed would have to be 
processed through the complete legislative mill by midnight, June 18, or they will 
automatically die, too. 

There will very likely be a special sessim of the legislature after June 18, 
eid, in theory, farm labor could be placed on the ‘agenda of the special session. But 
( would require far moré vigorous leadership’ on the part of the Governor than he 

shown any disposition to exert. 


Editorial] 
THE MANAGERTAL SOCIETY DRAWS NEARER 


We recall a Brooks and Reiner record on which the comedians say, "There 
are no rules. We make them up as we go along." They happen to be poking fun 
,-at psychiatry, but they might as well be talking about the role of government 
in the agricultural labor market. The most important single thread running 
through the farm labor imbroglio in California is that, whoever "wins," the 
managerial society draws nearer--and to that extent everybody is going to los 


If bracero-users have their way, state and federal bureaucrats will xr< 
cruit the agricultural industry's labor force, freeze wages, and the other 
syhings they did throughout the bracero era. Employers will continue being 
iependent on, and in a real sense captive to, these bureaucrats. On the oticr 
nand, if liberal reformers have their way, state and federal bureaucrats wili 
intervene on what they consider the side of workers: building subsidized 
hceusing, setting higher administered wages, and so forth. This would make 
workers dependent upon, and in a real sense captive to, the benevolent pa- 
ternalism of the bureaucrats. 


Liberals criticize the Secretary of Labor's ad hoc California farm labor 
nel for authorizing, piecemeal, Mexican Nationals who in previous years 
e authorized all at once. One gathers that these critics would be satis- 
fied if the panel denied growers' requests for braceros altogether. But this 
utterly misses what seems to us the more essential point: what right do thes: 
shree panelists have to make such portentous decisions in the first place? 
what is their. constituency? To whom are they answerable? What kind of so-- 
ciety do we have here, anyway? 
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When it comes to farm labor, we have something approaching a true mens- 
rerial society. And it is terrifying. Men who are called "experts," because 
they happen to have a Ph.D. or LL.D. degree, or for some equally irrelevant 
zeason, have somehow been given the power to make decisions radically affect 
ing the lives of hundreds of thousands of human beings. The human beings so 
affected are uninformed that the decisions are being made; end even if they 
were informed, there is absolutely no way they can call the decision-makers 
‘to account. After they have wielded their fantastic power, the decision- 
makers return to their University campus, or law office, or wherever it is 
that ‘they have acquired the status of "expert," totally out of the reach of 
She people whose human status is enhanced or degraded by whatever decision is 
mace. 


This is a profoundly immoral process, and we would feel the same no 
mutter what group was at stake, whether the decision were "favorable" ox 
“unfavorable"--and we would feel the same even if the Secretary of Labor 
were to offer us one of these positions of fearful power. The only moral 
stance, perhaps, is that of the Farm Workers Association which has stead- 
fastly refused to dignify and legitimize the Secretary's hearings by appear-- 
ing before them. The FWA seems to understand, as few others do, that the only 
process consistent with a democratic society is one involving grower repre- 
‘ sentatives, answerable to a grower constituency, and worker representatives, 
answerable to a worker constituency, operating in the open so that they may 
be called to account by the persons whose lives are affected by their words 
and by their acts. 


REPORT TO THE SUBSCRIBER 


It has been over two months since the last appearance of FARM LABOR. 
We apologize... As we have been obligedto paint out a number of times before, 
oars is an.entirely voluntary operation -- the only one in the entire field of 
agriculture and agricultural labor, so far as we know, without paid staff. We 
werc held up on this issue by a lack of someone to type stencils, In the 
future, we expect no more such delays. Kathy Lynch, a senior in social 
psychology at the University of California, plans to join. us in June as Research 
Associate, Editorial Assistant, Executive Secretary, and in various other 
capacities, 


Much of the mateziai im this issue may seem dated by the time it reaches 
you. But. we cannot possibly “anction in competition with the daily press. 
Events simply move too fast in faim labor, and there-are simply too many stéps 
between the time information comes to our attention, and the time this magazine 
reaches your mailbox. The unique Junctions of FARM LABOR, in our view, 
are that it pulls together materials fromthe recent past ina concise and coherent 
form, and that it analyzes and comments on these materials in a manner you are 
not likely to find elsewhere. 

Sie ie =H De “fs oe ofe ate ae ote aie af akc 


Dor.. Vial, former Research Diredor of:the .Galifornia Labor Federation, 
AFL-C..O, and now on the staff of the Institute of:Industrial Relations, University 
of California at Berkeley, has joined the Advisory Boardof Citizens for Farm 
Labor. Joan London, former librarian for the California Labor Federation, 


and authoc of Jack London, An Unconventional Biography, has become a member 
of the SFL Executive Committee. 


dis 2k 26 dik aie ae aie afc aie ate ak afc afc 


Many organizations hibernate forthe summer, but not Citizens forFarm 
Labor, We shall continue meeting onthe first Wednesday of every month, at 
00 p.m,, at 1615 Bonita Greet, Berkeley. Each meeting includes a period 
of organizational discussion and dedsion-making, and a period of education, 
usually with an outside speaker. The atmosphere is strictly informal. 

Join us. 


oie afk aie oie ai afc ak 2k ak aie ofc ake ae 


The farm labor aot haslost.a faithful friend: Gardner (Pat) Jackson, 
one of the founders of the National Sharecroppers Fund over thirty years ago. 
The Associated Préss' obituary said that. he 'cmsaded for $uch causes as 
Sacco and Venzetti, the southern sharecropper, Spanish loyalists, American 
Indians, the bonus marche rs dnd civil liberties in general.'' The obituary 
called him "the caampion of lost causes, '' but we dare to believe that the farm 
labor cause ‘is not-lost -- on the contzary,. it is increasingly found, and will 
stand as an enduring monumert to Pat-.Jackson, Eleanor Roosevelt, andcther 
pioneers. wha-never for a moment thought it was lost. 


IN DUBIOUS BATTLE, 1965 
by Henry Anderson 


It's the Salinas-Watsonville area, where the soil is rich, andthe rows of 
crops stretch as far as the eye can follow, to the hills, orto the sea. It's 
where 800 Filipino lettuce cutters, asking for 40f an hour, were driven from 
the county at gun point in 1933. It's where 4, 000 lettuce packers andother 
workers were crushed by an army af Associated Farmers, state and local 
police, vigilantes, and imported strikebreakers in 1936. It's 'Steinbeck Country. ' 
it's the setting of In Dubious Battle, 


The battle goes on, and the outcome is as dubiousas ever, But the 
weapons have changed, We are more civilized, verdad? The weapons today 
are not workers threatening to withhold theirlabor, on one side, and private 
armies of growers and scabs on the.other, The weapons today are public 
relations, governmert regulations and commissions, and Mexican peons --a 
Spanish word which, appropriately enough, means pawns, 


Between 1942 and 1964, all that Salinas Valley growers had to doto win 
their labor battles --to depress wages, to break strikes, to guarantee a 
docile labor force under whatever conditions were offered -- was to do nothing. 
The Federal Government automatically filléd the spurious worker "shortage" 
with Mexican Nationals, peor enough tobe willing to accept peonage. The 
Sslinas Valley became me of the most heavily bracero-dominated areas in 
the United States. it was, in Carey McWiiliams' phrase, ''a dreamof heaven" 
for corporate growers. 


But no one gives up his dream of heaven easily. 
Growers assumed the Secretary of Labor would continue supplying them with 
Mexican contract workers under an obscure section of the McCarran-Walter 
immigration act (Public Law 414). 


On December 19, Secretary W. Willard Wirtz announced the conditions 
under which he would consider activating P.L. 414, Some of his criteria were 
moze demanding than anything in the history of P.L. 78 (e.g., aminimum of 
$1.40 an hous effective April 1), but California growers did not seem greatly 
concerned at ihe time. The whole hictory of the bracero system has 
suggested that cne need not take too seriously the farm labor pronouncements 
cof Secretaries cf Labor. 


But a funny thing happened on the way to thé bracero center. January 
went by. ebru:ry went by. No braceros, The machinery for importing 
braceros was becoming rusty with disuse. Growers grew nervous, Was it 
possible this Secretary of Labor really believed the language inP,L, 414 
which excludes foreign contract workers if "unemployed persons capable of 
performing (the) labor (can be) found in this country?'' Was it possible that 
this Secretary reaily believed the he resy that Americans would do farm 
labor? 
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More weeks went by. Growers continuud doinglittle or nothing to 
develop a labor force of American citizens. They continued assuming it was 
somebody else's responsibility -- anybody's but their own -- to supply them 
a ready-made lahor pool, In. this, they were immeasurably aided and abetted 
by a steady stream of statements and lobbying by Governor Edmund Brown 

d his Director of Employment, Albert Tiebwg to the effect that California 
could be saved fran disaster only bythe restoration of braceroism, The 
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number of braceros accepted by Brown and Tieburg as "needed" in the Salinas 
Valley was, by an odd coincidence, precisely the same -- 5,100 -- as growers 
said they wanted. 


On March 24-28, Wirtz came to Califomia. Fittingly enough, the most 
publicized event in his trip occurredin the-Salinas Valley, where he announced 
that the facilities of the largest farm lebor camp operator in the state made him 
‘ashamed anything of this kind exists in this county. '' He then found another 
camp which was even worse. ‘In most of the fields he visited, he found no 

toilets. Growers' press agents fell back on the "one rotten apple in the barrel" 
_ doctrine. Ina statement which surely ranks among the most disingenuous in 
the annals of the public relations industry, the Council of California Growers 
professed to find it "incredible" that there were fields without toilets. 


;, After Wirtz returned to Washington, he tossed the hot potato to repre - 
sentatives of three campuses of the University of Califomia: Arthur Ross, 
Institute of Industrial Relations, Berkeley; Benjamin Aaron, Institute of 
Industrial Relations, Los Angeles; Daniel Aldrich, Chancellor, Irvine. Ross 
and Aaron were presumably picked for their experience as mediators; Aldrich 
because he is highly persona grata to growers. 


In the best tradition of multiversity educators, the’ panelists decided that 
‘the true course must lie between 'the view, onthe one ham, that California 
growers should have all the braceros they want, and onthe other "extreme", 
that foreign contract labor is a blasphemy in a free society and an economic 
absurdity when there are at least 2, 000, 000 unemployed and underemployed 
farm laborers in the United States. The pandists approved the importation of 
1,500 braceros, The first contingent crossed the border on May 18, after 
sleeping on the ground while waiting in Mexicali. They were processed all 
day, rode a bus all night, and at dawn on May 19 were put to work in the Salinas 
Valley. ee it 


On May 20, the Secretary of Labor announced that. he accepted ''with out 
qualifications" the panel's recommendation that another 1, 000 braceros be 
shipped into the Salinas Valley. » 


Only a few of the byplays in this long dubious battle can be recapitulated 


here: 


1, Ag a precondition to eligibility for braceros, growers were supposed 
_to offer American citizens transportation, family housing, and a written 
contract comparable to that of braceros --including provisions for non- 
discrimination, off-the-job health insurance, non-strikebreaking, exclusion 
of intermediaries, inspection and enforcement,and many other guarantees. 
The Secretary's panel ascertained that growers had offered domestic worlers 
none of these things, but, with the breathtaking disdain for rules which has 
always characterized the farm labor market, the panel decided that it was all 
a "'misunderstanding'', and all was forgiven. Farm laborers' confidence in 
government and its works sank lower than ever, if that be possible, 


j 2. Ina striking anticipation of the two directions in which agriculture of 
the future may go, the Salinas area strawberry industry is essentially divided 
in half. About 1,600 acres are operated by small, independent producers who 
have banded together in a woperative called §Naturipe Berry Growers. About 
2,000 acres are operated by an agriculture super-corpomation called Salinas 
Strawberries, Inc. 


The small growers have asked for no braceros. They are therefore under 
no obligation to meet any of the Secretary of Labor's criteria, mentioned 
above. However, they have voluntarily matched the criteria, and in most cases 


u 
exceeded them: or example, sbi ets a guarantee of $1.40 an hour, plus a 
e. They have had no "labor shortage." All the requests 
come from Salinas Strawberries, Inc. 


bonus of 15¢ a crat 
for braceros have 

3. The strawberry cooperative, Naturipe, has demonstrated that growers 
of even the most highly perishable of ubstantial wage increase 
hen they are organized to bargain onable equity with dis- 
tributors. 
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4. Wholesale and ret prices of strawl ies are not appreciably dif- 
ferent this year from what they were during rs 2n the overwhelming 
majority of the labor was furnished b: 21 
which even the most liberal friends of farm workers have rarely dared to sug- 
gest: there may be enough latitude within the system of agricultural produc- 
tion, distribution, and marketing to absorb wage increases without price in- 
creases, through a tightening here and a modernization there. ’ 
Strawberry shipn s to market are etually the same this year as 
last. The paren televised "spoilage" was the result of late, heavy rains, 
and had little or noth o do y the < iLlability of labor. 


6. Salinas Strawberries, Inc. was considerably embarrassed when the 
press reported that hundreds of strawberry job-seekers were turned away on 
the weekend of May 8-9. 


7. Would-be bracero-users were also considerably embarrassed when a 
television reporter mingled with a crew of domestics ostensibly recruited to 
pick strawberries, and found that 90% of the workers were assigned to celery 
instead. 


8. A volunteer organization « CROP (Community Recruitment of Per- 
sonnel), under the dire on of Grube, has developed a remarkably stable 
group of about 250 residents 4st San Jose gdh make the eke Se to the Sa- 
linas Valley every day stx 
persons rather than non-pe . This may be the most F tepon baste of all the 
Sidelights in this year's dubious battle in the Salinas Valley. 


To the extent that Salinas Strawberries, Inc. and would-be bracero-users 
in Stockton and other areas have tried to recruit domestic workers at all, 
they have gone to skid rows, where there is an advance guarantee of low mor- 
ale, and high turnover: the very things about which growers complain. CROP 
has proved on a small, experimental basis what close observers of the Cali- 
fornia farm labor scene have known for years: thousands of stable, responsi- 
ble Americans who used to do rm work, before being replaced by braceros, 
live in barrios on the fringes of San Jose and almost every other California 
city. They are still willing and able return to farm work when they are 
paid decently and treated decently. They couldn't care less about the sea- 
sonal housing which the Governor is trying to peddle as the "key to the farm 
labor problem". And they will not go near the state Farm Placement Service, 
which they have learned over the years to distrust profoundly. They can only 
be approached through the natural fabric of their shoestring communities 
through their churches, their grocery stores, and in their homes, door-to-door. 

Salinas Strawberries, Willard Wirtz, Edmund Brown, Albert Tieburg, and 
others, please note--if you are interested in one of the honorable alternatives 
to California's dubious battle, 1965. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Friends, 


Just for the record, juxtaposition is a wonderful trick to destroy truth. 
Took this up with Time twenty years ago and quit the mag, 


In "Point of View'' in March issue Farm Labor, page 6, you have an 
excerpt from S. F. Chronicle, 2/20/65, which 1s juxtaposed beautifully to 
discredit TriValley Growers whose offices are in San Francisco not Stockton, ' 
Its:.canneries are in Modesto, Stockton and Santa Clara area I believe. 


Having had a more than casual connection with Tri-Valley ( it's Turlock 
Coop Growers part) I do know that tomatoes have been no minor part.of the 
pack, Why is the ''pure poppycock propaganda" of Thomas L. Pitts of State 
Labor Federation to be believed any more than Tri-Valley releases, 


Honesty and truth would have been served better if you had written and 
yo. may have learned as we did that the tomato pack in 1963 was 48% of all 
tonnage processed and 40% in 1964 at the Modesto (McHenzy) plant in question. 


An additional note: Hunts (a dominant factorin tomatoes) has cancelled 
a $250, 000 expansion planned for its Oakdale plant near Modesto. 


The farmer, farm laborer, consumerissues will not be solved by distortion, 
In the long run it will be the farm laborers and small farmers who will be hurt 
most not the corporate and large scale farmer who command easy credit, by 
the politics as usual tenor of those seeking change, 


Yours for more small farmers, 


Samual R. Tyson 
March 27, 1965 


IK 26 fs 2e 2hc ofc aye ac afc aie ak afc afc ahs ake 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC NOTES 


The farm labor literature seems to move in waves. Several years go by, 
and then, within the space of a few months, there is a spate of books and articles 
as "America's forgotten peopie'' are once again momentarily remembered, 
Recent additions to the literature include The Slaves We Rent, by Truman ‘Moore 
(Random House, 1965), and They Harvest Despair, by Dale Wright (Beacon, 1965). 
Wright's book is concerned only with the Atlantic Coast migrant stream; Moore's 
is more comprehensive. Portioms of Moore's book appear in the May issue of 
Atlantic, under the title, ''Slaves for Rent: The Sharre:: of American Farming, '' 


Farm labor articies by CFL's Anne Draper appear in virtually every bi- 
weekly issue of New America (1182 Broadway, New York). Cf related interest 
is a long article on the 160-acré limitation by Paul Taylor, entitled "Excess 
Land ‘Law: Calculated Circumvention, '' Reprints are available, without charge, 
from the Institute of Business:and Economic Research, University of California, 


Berkeley. 
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It has been many years since a farm labor 
story was carried on the front pages of 
the daily press for a whole week. That 
happened Marth 2))\-30 in California. What 
is ‘more, the prelude and postlude to the 
story occupied thousands of additional 
column inches. Readers of FARM LABOR 
will be familiar with events prior to 
March, with Gov. Brown's repeated pleas 
for braceros, labor surpluses breaking out 
in the Imperial Valley, and so forth. The 
following chronology picks up the story 
during the first week in March. 


TRAVEL NOTES 
I. Prelude 


Honerable Edmund G. Brown March 7, 1965 
Sacramento, California : 
Dear Governor: 
As you know, we have been giving constant attention to the California agricul- 
tural labor situation described in your letter of February 19... We are still a 
long way from finally solving the problems which arise from the basic fact that wage 
levels for agricultural work are way below those for work of comparable difficulty 
in other industries. Talking about our own people "not wanting to do stoop labor" 
gets pretty thin when we know that the real point is that they are being expected to 
do it at a wage which averages less than half what they are for other work that is in 
general easier. ‘And the talk about foreign workers doing this work because they are 
made up of sterner stuff is nonsense, too... 
The January and February records contain far too many confirmed reports of clear 
opposition on the part of some farmer users of imported foreign labor to the use now 
of United States labor. Their practice make the whole recruitment program more 
difficult and hurt seriously the interests of those other growers who are cooperating... 
--edespite a good deal of talk about alleged losses in various Czlifornia crops, 
there have been in actual fact no significant losses resulting from labor shortages... 
Although I was advised prior tc February 5 that the Coachella date pollination was 
desperate at that time, you reported at your February 23 press conference that your 
own personal investigation disclosed that "the date growers...are not concerned about 
it"...This case illustrates the repeated difficulty we have encountered of insistent 
demands for workers, and loud cries of imminent crop loss, while the facts subse- 
quently show that these claims had no basis...This makes it exceedingly difficult to 
identify the good faith requests which may subscquently come along... 
Sincerely, 
W. Willard Wirtz 
“Secretary of Labor 
A , ai 's : Ina courteous way, Wirtz is suggesting that 
Brien oy the gone aes boy who cried wolf eee too often.) 
~ SHHHHERE 
SAN FRANCISCO, March 7, 1965: Secretary of Labor W. Willard Wirtz today authorized 
the immediate use of 600 Japanese and Filipino farm workers already in this country 
to work for three weeks in the lemon harvest in Ventura County. 
(U.S. Department of Labor press release) 


i" we se 
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LODI NEWS-SENTINEL, Marth 12, 1965 

Robert Holt, manager'af: the California Tomato Growers Association, said this 
week that state-wide indications were for a "drastic cut in acreage" if tomato 
growers do not receive some assurance of sufficient harvest labor seon... 

Holt -indicated that the tomato association was "just watching to see what 
develops in the Department of Labor". Secretary of Labor Willard Wirtz "says 
he intends to live up to the intent of Public Law 1," Holt said, but this is 
"not enough assurance" for: the growers... 

Last year some 85 per cent of the state-wide tomato harvest was picked by 
Braceros, Holt said... A number of canners have offered a $3 per ton hike in 
price over last year, Holt said, bringing offers up to $28 a ton for rounds and 
$30 a ton for pear-type, but this would fall short of covering increased mini- 
mum wage costs, up 40 cents an hour this year. 


(FARM LABOR editor's note: Most tomatoes are picked at 1l¢ for a 50 pound 
box (which often weigh considerably more): a labor cost of $5.60 a ton. Assum- 
ing a. 0% increase in wages this year, the labor cost would increase $2.2) per 
ton, and;a price increase of $3.00 would leave the grower with a good bit of 
profit...Our old friend, Fred Van Dyke, always said this would happen if the 
bracero program were ended. °(See "Economics and Conscience", FARM LABOR, Vol. I, 
No. 1), and it looks'as though he will prove a good prophet--if the program ever 
is ended, really and truly, once. and for all.) 


SALINAS CALIFORNIAN, March 15, 1965 
State, Employment Director Albert B. Tieburg today asked... U.S. Labor Sec- 
retary. W. Willard Wirtz to authorize use of 5,100 Mexican National workers in 
the Salinas Valley vegetable fields through April 30... . 
Growers Farm Labor association's estimate of supplemental worker need, 
-om which Ticburg....dpparently acted, shows that local growers will need 2,058 (foreign) 
rorkers by thé end of (Mareh) and.5,100 by april 30. 


(FARM LABOR editorts, note: ,. This little vignette ought to be stuck in the 
hat band of everyone who still takes seriously the Department of Employment'!s 
certifications of labor "needs".: At.the date of this writing-~April 30 --there 
is still-not a single Mexican National worker in the Salinas Valley, ana if: one 
strawberry had gone unpicked, or one head of lettuce unhoed, we are sure-we 


‘ 


would have heard all about it.) , 


SALINAS CALIFORNIAN, March 17, 1965 
Salinas Valley growers and State Kmployment Director Albert Tieburg were 
clobbered from two sides today... .From one side, the Labor, Department's Bureau 
of Employment Security in San Francisco gave the request made Monday by ‘Tieburg 
avery tepid reception. .«,s 

And from the‘other side, (albert (Bud) Simonson, district director ef 
United-Packinghouse Food and Al-ied Workcrs....said that. "the union serves 
strike notice on the growers if workers are imported-and American workers are 
denied the right of employment... ‘he union requests that no certifications be 
made until an agreement is reached for workers in this industry and all Amer- 
ican workers in the Salinas Valley aze employed". Simonson said that 
"thousands and thousands of American workers (are) unemployed in the Salinas 
Valley-King City ATCA see! 


SALINAS CALIFORNIAN, March 18, 1965: 

Labor contractor Frank Valenzuela, the mayor of Hollister, complained today that 
he has only been able to find 15 days of work for his all-domestic crew in the Salinas 
Valley since Feb. l. 

Valenzuela questioned the assertion that Salinas Valley growers are really in 
a tight labor situation. "All we want to do is to work if there is work, and if there 
isn't any, we!ll just go home and wait until somebody does need us. But if we do go 
home without work, we want the general public to know the truth, that the Salinas 
Valley growers are not suffcring any losses...due to a shortage of local labor." 


SAN JOSE MERCURY, March 19, 1965: 

Unless California growers can be assured of the services of approximately 
65,000 harvest workers this summer and fall, there will be widespread unemployment in 
canneries and other food processing plants... 

“ The crop loss projected by the Council of California Growers for 1965 alone is 
$2 billions. 

(FARM LABOR editor's note: according to our figures, that is more than the 
total value of all the fruit, vegetable, nut, berry, and melon crops in the State. 
But what matter? It makes a good story.) 


SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER, March 22, 1965: 
Republican Senator George Murphy said’ yesterday in Washington that it is "folly" 
for Labor Secretary W. Willard Wirtz to delay any longer the importation of Mexican 
workers to harvest California crops... 
The California.senator'said Assistant Secretary of Agriculture George Mehren 
warned. last: week..that the state's farmers may ase $500 million if:they do not get 
assurance of ample labor supply within 30 days. 


(FARM LABOR editorts note:. Which paper dtya read?. Addedynote: .George: Mehren 
is on leavesas the -head.of the Giannini Foundation at. the University of California, 
Berkeley.) 


SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER, March 23, 1965: 

California farmers must have some 10,000 pracoros within the next few months 
to help harvest lettuce and asparagus, Gov. Edmund G. Brown told a Mitigate So D.C. 
news conference i yesterday. 

But;*said the Statets chief executive, he’ is still "unalterably opposed!":to 
any idéa:cof return. to the Mexican: farm_labor.program. 


(FARM IABOR editor's note: Brown fans will have to explain that one. We can't.) 


STOCKTON RECORD, March 23, 1965: 

A request for 2,900 Mexican nationals:-to help karvest asparagus is being made 
today on the eve of an inspection trip...by U.S. piabor Secretary Willard Wirtz.... 
State’ Employment Director Albert .Tieburg made e formal request for importing 


aSsp°ragus workers today at the behest of two Stockton-based organizations. The 
sibs aa originated with the California Asparagus Growers Association, which 
s 1,300 men, and the San Joaquin Farm Production Association.» .which seeks 
1 9609 TOFKeLS «20 


theo growsrs! request for Mexican nationals:is.for 650 workers on April’1; 
and 770 more each week afterward, to make the 2,900 by the: last week of AprtTs 


(FARM LABOR editor's note:- Well, baek-to the old adding’ machine. See, 
2130, comment. on Tieburg request for 5,100 Salinas Valley braceros, above.) 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES, March 23, 1965 

Mexico is prepared to permit its detonate to réttfn to the United States! 
tobsupphy farm labors Mexican Edreign Secretary AntonioxCadri lle “Fr6res gaia” today. 
Howeyers~Garbilo (made clear othatc"thecfirst move visup! toithé United States" ¢ 

wo SE rohe Pnited States owildiybéll sus. bb needs $6 . many.workers, ‘Mexico fis opres vi 
aves to ; supply them", Garillo isaid+ 

in) an.interview-with The Times, Carillo said hé believed there. are many 
indications that the United States might soon take the initiative and open 
conversations with, his-country. He added that since he has received no offi- 
cial «word, -he:could not speak “officially. 


II. The Grand Tour 


SAN FRANCISCO NEWS-CALL BULLETIN, March 2), 1965; 

Labor Secretary W. Willard Wirtz starts a five-day tour of California's 
agricultural lands today to judge for himself the labor situation... Wirtz 
i ived in Sscramento (last) night. He was greeted’by 100 growers, several 
sf whom carried signs urging importation of foreign workers. 


PRESS RELEASE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, March 2), 1965: 

"I want to welcome Secretary Wirtz to California... I have stated my policy 
as tAmericans first, braceros second -- if at allt, 

The second point I would make is that government should not be in the' 
susiness of recruiting labor -~ for any industry..~ It makes no sense at all 
for'state and federal governments to be in the farm labor business." 


(FARM LABOR editorts note: Mr. Brom, meet Mr. Brown.) 
# 


“ 
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SAN’ FRANCISCO EXAMINER, March 25, 1965: 
Labor Secretary W. Willard wirts said yesterday that the mass importation 
of -Mexican ‘braceros would be*"the worst possible affront" to Congress eee 
Addressing 60 newsmen inthe office of Gov. Edmund G. Brown in Sacramento, 
the scholarly Gabinet member asserted in clipped speec "I want. to make one 
thing dead clear: “Congress terminated the mass importation of ‘Mexican 
braceros when it terminated Public Law 78,..' 
The secretary indicated he was unimpressed with growers? protests that 
they faced ruin if foreign labor is not forthcoming. "The most significant 
fact..,.is that all crops are being harvested despite all this talk..." 


se 
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SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER, March 25, 1965: 

Labor Secretary W. Willard Wirtz stunned San Joaquin Delta growers clamoring for 
bracero farm labor help yesterday after a tour of asparagus fields ready for harvest. 
Asked what he had learned, the secretary replied, "First we saw the workers 
sitting in the dirt of the field, eating their sandwiches out of a bag. Then we saw 

the growers enjoying a big barbecue at the ranch house..." 
After an embarrassed silence, Wirtz was asked if he had any other observations. 
ners i he said, "I asked the owner if there were any field toilets, and he replied, 
Oe 


MONTEREY PENINSULA HERALD, March 25, 1965 

The first day of U.S. Labor Secretary W. Willard Wirtzts fact-finding trip to 
Califomia on the farm labor crisis ended shortly before midnight last night in 
Salinas... Wirtz flew into Salinas from Stockton yesterday~-three hours. late, but 
smiling--and began almost immediately a series of meetings with farmers,. labor 
leaders and businessmen who are locked in mortal combat on the foreign labor issue... 

Many of the union members were carrying hand-lettered placards, urging the 
secretary to "stand firm"... ‘Theyburst into loud applause as Wirtz emerged from his 
PIANC. oe- 

Immediately upon arriving ..-. Wirtz went into a meeting with Jack Bias, exec- 
utive vice president of the Growers Farm Labor Assn. and other representatives of 
the farmers. Originally, the meeting was to have been open to the press, but at the 
last minute (it was closed)... Immediately after the meeting with growers Wirtz 
sat. down with labor representatives. This time, the conference was open to the 
presse Among those who testified....were Gilbert Simonson...Clive Knowles, research 
director of the California State Council of Carpenters and a member of the Citizens 
Committee for Farm Labor of Berkeley, and Bennett Mann, director of the Farm Workers 
Assn. of West Oakland... 

In addition, one labor spokesman, Bud Kenyon, of the Warehouse (sic) and Team- 
sters Union, told the secretary that his union is supporting the call for imported 
supplemental labor... 

Wirtz told O. W. Fillerup, executive vice president of the Council of California 
Growers that he would like to meet with representatives of all sides in Washington 
next week. Fillerup said we will attempt to arrange such a meeting, 


SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, March 26, 1965: 

Secretary of Labor W. Willard Wirtz yesterday charged one of the Statets largest 
farm-camp operators with maintaining a camp in Salinas that "made me ashamed anything 
of this kind exists in this country". 

Wirtz, returning from an unannounced 5:30 a.m. visit to the camp owned by C. W. 
Englund, said "the place was filthy"... What he said of Englund's.....ebarracks is 
"an understatement," Wirtz added, when applied to nearby housing he visited at the 
grower—operated S&W camp. Wirtz praised the "spic and span" condition of a. camp 
operated by grower Bruce Church. 

Wirtz seemed to be everywhere yesterday....from Salinas south to Fresno, Visalia, 
to tiny Farmersville and, finally, by plane to (Oxnard). 


ray Ye 
SALINAS CALIFORNIAN, March 26, 1965: 
Tom Ellick of the Council of California Growers...was both stunned and 
chagrined to find that two of the three fields Wirtz visited in the Salinas 


Valley had no nearby toilet facilities fcr workers... 
Ellick, one of California agriculture's top publicists, said he was 


"hurt, disappointed, . outraged. 


(FARM LABOR editor's note: No comment.) 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES, March 27, 1965: 

Secretary of Labor W. Willard Wirtz said (at Riverside) he is convinced 
most. Americans ate willing to pay "fractional" increases. in food prices to 
"substantially improve wages and working conditions of farm workers." The- 
secretary...warned. growers. again that he believes "the decision of Congress 

‘ in not ah ap me the bracero program was.to. place the labor supply on a com- 
petitive basis. 

. Americans, the said, will generally not hesitate to pay a quarter of a 
cent a pound increase on celery which would mean a 50% pay raise if passed on 
to the field worker A penny a dozen hike in the cost of oranges would in- 
erease wages about 50h, the secretary said..." 

Wirtz remains silent.on his final plans but most observers are con- 
vinced he eventually will authorize some foreign workers. 

Wirtz said he -"agreed completely" with complaints that more family 
housing is "essential to completing the ihe selects to a full use of American 
workers instead of foreign.’ 


Pe aes Oe Tee ee ee 


SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER, March 27, 1965: 

California agriculture will need far more family dwellings to compiete 
the transition from bracero to domestic Labor, Secretary W. Willard Wirtz 
said (in Riverside) yesterday. "In the past three days," he said, "I have 
become increasingly aware of the importance oe housing to an adequate. farm 
Labor: Torce....° 

Wirtz, Labor Under-Secretary John F. Henning and their aides drove 
through the Ventura-Oxnard citrus country yesterday...A group of Mexican- 
Americans told Wirtz that they didn't want braceros in California, but oan 
no objections to the immigration of families from Mexico. 

Jesse Fry, manager. of the Ventura County Farm Labor Association, said - 
American farm workers have less’ incentive to work hamdthan the Mexican bra- 
cero. "The average bracero is scraway and undernourished," he. said. "The 
average American is bigger: and heavier...." 

The Reverend James Vizzard, director. of the National. Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, said: "Ventura growers took. you on’a Russian-type conducted tour. 
They showed you only. the best workers in the best groves and under the best 
gonditions. The workers were briefed before you-got there. They knew what 


to say." 


SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER, March 28, 1965: 

Labor Secretary W. Willard Wirtz toured the Indio Farm Labor: camp 
yesterday and described it as one of the worst he has found on his Cali- 
LOrniener. py. 

One worker, Juan Herrera, 23, told him: "They treat us like slaves." 
Herrera is married and has two children. 

Wirtz saw one room shacks which rented for $25 a month--with no gas 
provided. Workers said the shacks were "home" for up to seven laborers 
each. Wirtz noted that the Riverside County Housing Authority, which oper- 
ates the labor camp, raised the rent from $20 to $25 the day after the bra- 
cero program ended... 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES, March 28, 1965: 

“Secretary of Labor W. Willard Wirtz told California farm operators 
Saturday night to get used to the idea of getting along without large num- 
bers of foreign workers. 

The secretary summarized his findings of a four-day tour of California's 
farm areas to decide whether large importations of workers are needed to 
harvest the state's crops. The brief answer, he said, is.."No." 

But he predicted California's gigantic agricultural: industry :will under- 
go the necessary profound economic and social change successfully... . 

His tour, which he called 4 "broad, liberal education," convinced: him 
that it is "grossly unfair to suggest that domestic farm. workers.iare an in- 
fertor breed. Americans can do the job and there are enough of them," he 
said. 

Wirtz will discuss with Governor Brown and others plans for setting up 
special advisory panels to help decide how best to make the necessary pro- 
found changes in the economic and social life in the state's agricultural com- 
munity. 
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IMPERIAL VALLEY PRESS (EL CENTRO), March 29, 1965: 

Termination of the bracero program has resulted in a labor surplus 
and increased pay for agricultural workers in the Imperial Valley, Labor 
Secretary W. Willard Wirtz said Saturday. He also stressed there was no 
chance of the bracero program being reinstated. 

Wirtz, here (in El Centro) for a little over two hours at the windup 
of his fact-finding mission...held talks with a number of local workers and 
growers..."In general," Wirtz (said), "the growers' protest was primarily 
aimed at the increased wage rate.” 

According to Wirtz, grower Bud Antle, who farms 3,200 acres in the 
rural Holtville area, presented an "exactly opposite interpretation.... 
"Antle said there is no need for braceros in California and that growers 
must take the normal employer responsibility in recruiting them," Wirtz 
said later. 

"We...have found out that there are a lot of people to do the work," 
Antle stated...."I am turning down people today...I have a surplus of help,' 
Antle added. Antle farms about 15,000 acres of lettuce and celery in 
California. 


u 


III. Reactions 


{SAN FRANCISCO NEWS-CALL-BULLETIN, March 30, 1965: 

U. S. Labor Secretary W. Willard Wirtz' four-day trip through California 
drew fire today from Allan Grant, president of the California Farm Bureau 
Federation. Grant charged that Wirtz already has made up his mind on the 
bracero question...'"Secretary Wirtz already had decided that sufficient do- 


mestic labor was available to handle the farm work in California and that 
higher wages and better conditions would move this labor onto the farms..., 


Graiit said. 


" 
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SACRAMENTO UNION, March 26, 1965: 

When power is unbridled,” it*has a corruptive influence upon those to whom 
“such excessive authority has been entrusted... Most recent demonstration of 
the sorry impact of unlimited authority is in the autocratic dictatorship of 
Secretary of Labor W. Willavd Wirtz in the face ofthe urgent need for bra- 
cero help for many of California's growers «s.. 
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"INSIGHT, ' A PRESS. RELEASE FROM THE COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA.GROWERS, March 29; 

This :*>.is written on the’tbasis of our...observations gained: while travel- 
ing with US. Labor Secretary Willard Wirtz during his whirlwind tour...of .20 
hour days by a man who appeared genuinely interested in getting all of the 
facts he could.... io 

THE OVERALL IMPRESSION GAINED BY THE SECRETARY...AND BY THE PUBLIC...WAS 
NOT GOOD. And how much THIS impression will affect his final decisions can 
only be guessed at And we dont like to guess. We deal in. facts. And the 
facts are that once again responsible California agriculture:has been clob- 
bered by the blacksheep...by the "chicken neck. profiteers" »..by..the operators 
of filthy, disgraceful, farm labor camps...by growers who incredibly enough 
did not have toilet facilities in their fields! (Italics and capitals in 
original) 


(FARM LABOR editor's note: Aw, conmé on, fellows. Don't overdo 46%) 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES, April 4, 1965: 

~ A major revolution is going on in agriculture, and W. Willard Wirtz may go 
down in history, for better or for worse, as its guiding light.. And oddly enough, 
if Wirtz does leave his mark as one of the most influential secretaries of labor, 
it will be for his role in agriculture and farm labor, rather: than in urban‘and 
unionized labor...which occupied most of his predecessors' time. 

---Here are Some indicavors of the scope of the revolution:..Farm wages 
have soared over 40%*in four months on the average and in many cases beyond 
that. Workers now*often have their transportation paid. Efforts are being ‘made 
to improve housing conditions, and Coagress is expected to approve funds for 
such purposes.... 

But the revolution has its negative aspects....dramatic, .sudden’ changes 
might wreck or seriously damage agriculture, which is California's largest in- 
dustry. This damage to growers would come, it is feared, not just from the 
raises in standards of living for farm workers, but from what many believe is 
still a fact: ...Americans don't want’such work... - 

The revolution is a continuing one, and if it succeeds with no serious 
damage...then Wirtz will long be remembered as something of a hero...If there 
is chaos, history will remember him anyway, but as something less than heroic. 
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LETTER FROM ANNE DRAPER TO SECRETARY WIRTZ, April 9, 1965: 

I should like to express my personal appreciation, and that of the com- 
‘mittee I am associated with, Citizens for Farm Labor, of Berkeley, for the 
opportunity you gave us to meet with you in Salinas and present some of our 
material and viewpoint. We are unalterably opposed to any use of P.L. Wh 
to develop a substitute bracero program, be it on a small scale or a large 
one. We believe that the criteria you set on December 19th have not been met 
by any potential user of P.L. 414, with respect to a contract, family housing, 
transportation, and other standards...-Until the growers are convinced that 
the Department of Labor means business, we shall see manufactured "shortages," 
rotting crops, plowed-under fields, bank loan refusals, and the like--all 
geared to the hope that P.L. 414 will be used. 

Our committee urges you to capitalize on the public support and sympathy 
developed during your California visit to press for national legislation for 
farm workers. Former Secretary Mitchell urged a national minimum wage for 
farm workers years ego; now is the time to press for it, along with the ex- 
tension of unemployment incurance and other social legislation covering other 
workers. 


CALIFORNIA FARMER, April 17, 1965: 

Wirtz landed in Sacramento and marched to the sea burning most vestiges 
of hope for braceros behind him. Agriculture turned the job of selling the 
need for braceros over to their paid representatives* and most of those boys 
struck out again. 

Agriculture put on one of the most shocking displays of poor public re- 
lations or no public relations ever seen....The growers excluded the press at 
their Salinas conference with Wirtz which was 4 The opposition 
was present in force and with articulate spokesmen loud and clear**... 

A pox upon those farmers who have ignored the handwriting on the wall, 
especially those who have failed to provide sanitary facilities and those 
who have filthy living quarters. 

A special back of the hand to those few labor contractors who run filthy 
camps, provide lousy food and in general discredit agriculture. We hope these 
people get regulated right up to their eyeballs by county, state and federal 
strait jackets. 

There were a few who did a good job for agriculture on the tour but for 
the most part...it was a fiasco. 

Wirtz was rabid on the subject of housing. We are going to get housing. 
If we were real smart we would build our own camps as a project of our indus- 
try. We probably will not be smart, and the worst thing that could happen 
would be that the Federal Government would build our labor camps. Then they 
would have completed control of agriculture's labor supply and could impose 
almost any of their socialist schemes. 


(FARM LABOR editor's notes: *Could he be talking about the Council of 
California Growers? **Could he be talking about Citizens for Farm Labor??) 


NEW DAY DAWNING 
A Comment on Secretary of Labor Wirtz' Recent Tour 
by Dan Lund 


(Dan Lund, Staff Representative for the Emergency Committee 
to Aid Farm Workers, a Southern California citizens' organ- 
ization, accompanied Secretary Wirtz during his four-day 
trip through California.) 


Following Secretary of Labor Wirtz' final press conference in Los Angeles, 
late Saturday, March’ 27, at the end of his four-day fact-finding mission, one 
of the reporters who had traveled with him from Sacramento to El Centro turned 
to his colleagues and announced, "The Revolution is here! Things will never be 
quite the same again.” 


It seemed clear then, and it appears even clearer now that a revolution 
in farm labor has taken place. It is a revolution on two fronts, if by revo- 
lution we mean that "things will never be quite the same again." 


First, there is no question but there has been a revolution in words, 
slogans and arguments. The tired catch-phrases of pre-December 31, 1964, are 
simply no longer relevant. At each stop where farmers or farm workers at- 
tempted to employ pro- or anti-bracero arguments, the Secretary of Labor dis- 
played quiet boredom with a touch of impatience. Sometimes there was more 
than a.touch of impatience. 


Again and again, Mr. Wirtz.described the bracero program as dead, as hay- 
ing. been killed by Congressional action. His role, he asserted, was to admin- 
ister responsibly the relevant portion of Public Law 414. In administering 
this law, the Secretary of Labor maintained, he is in no position to lay down 
a "monumental yes" or a "monumental no" to the question of the importation of 
foreign supplemental. labor in agriculture... However, the Secretary never tired 
of explaining, the intent of Congress is clear on this matter and Public Law 
414 must be administered with that intent in mind. Thus, the "no" may not be 
a pure absolute (simply because P.L. 414 exists) but it certainly can be com: 
pletely effective (coming out of the mouth of the right Secretary of Labor). 


The only kind of testimony which really caught Mr. Wirtz’ attention was 
testimony relating to specific steps which might be taken to make the tran- 
sition; from.a bracero-supported work force..and to develop an adequate domes- 
tic work force. While cries of "we need braceros" fell on deaf ears, respon- 
sible and documented complaints of worker shortages provoked pointed ques- 
tions. Again, while shouts of "no more damned braceros" tried the Secretary's 
patience, responsible. and’ documented complaints of harassment provoked extended 
and interested questioning. 


The revolution in words, slogans and arguments is clear. The bracero 
program is over. Generalities about this issue (whether they be generalities 
about "winos" or about "justice") are without meaning or impact. The new 
arena of conflict is in terms of the specific steps of adjustment. 


The second aspect of the revolution whichlas occurred is a re-ordering 
of the priorities. Henceforth, rotting crops will not receive priority at- 
tention over rotten conditions. The scales have been adjusted so that a man 


weighs more than a marketed lemon. "Things will never be quite the same 
again." 


Much. to the delight of press photographers Secretary Wirtz spent a good 
bit of time wading through fields, visiting farm worker cabins and turning up 
his nose at labor camp kitchen facilities. His reactions in each of these 
situations was immediate, gutty and quotable. The Secretary was "shocked," 
he "deplored" and he was "too filled with anger to comment." 


By the: end of the trip a new theme was being developed by Mr. Wirtz in 
his press briefings: the farm labor "problem" is not any longer a question 
of who will do stoop labor; it is rather a question of how we are going to 
meet profound social needs--housing, wages, education, unemployment compen- 
sation, job guarantees. 


There even developed some delightful admonishments for that much feared 
power ‘bloc--the housewife shopper. How could any consumer complain, the 
Secretary complained, if the price we must pay to welcome farm workers: into 
our society in dignity as fellow citizens is a few pennies extra for food- 
stuffs? He urged a telling and a re-telling of the farm worker's plight so 
that their urban brethrén would act and re-act with sympathy and under- 
standing. 


It was clear that harassment of workers bothered the Secretary more 
than a shortage of workers. And, it was clear that inadequate housing dis- 
turbed ‘him more than threatened acreage cut-backs. In short, a new ordering 
of priorities emerged. 


This interpretation of the Secretary of Labor's visit as a watershed of 
historical significancé is not offered lightly. I believe a new day is dawn- 
ing. A day which calls from us not any sort of relaxed effort or political 
pollyanna-ism, but a genuinely creative effort to understand the new situ- 
ation and respond accordingly. 


From San Francisco Chronicle, april 19, 1965: 
PROBLEMS FOR SUMMER JOB-SEEKERS 


Summer job prospects for local students are, to use a set of words that 
has become all too familiar in recent years, "as bad as usual -- only worse." 

That's what they're saying -- again -- at the State's local student em- 
ployment office where, last summer, roughly one of every three high school 
and college students looking for vacatim work found it. This year, the odds 
appear to be even greater. ...a summer of loafing or study might be a more 
realistic choice for vacatiming students than work. ... 

There's...the possibility of farm labor jobs, if the student wants to 
live outside the city for the summer. Even those jobs that are found will 
be, in part, temporary and not available throughout the summer. 


(FARM LABOR editor's note: Glenn Brockway, regional director of the Bureau 
of Employment Security, has ruled that the Secretary of Labor's "criteria" for 
hiring domestic farm workers do not apply to workers under 18 years of age.) 


MANAGERIAL SOCIETY NOTES 


San Francisco Chronicle, April 14, 1965: 

President Johnson may step ines California's farm labor controversy by ap- 
pointing a special "fact-finding committee," Labor Department sources indicated 
yesterday. 

They told the Chronicle from Washington that this is one of "several new 
approaches" being considered in response to mounting pressures from some of the 
State's most potent financial and political interests. Some of these interests 

..indicated optimistically that such moves are designed to ease the way for 
importing Mexican farm workers. 


San Jose Mercury-News, April 16 : 

Secretary of Labor Willa Thursday announced steps making it possi- 
ble for Mexican farm Laerenieea; re-enter California as early as May....The 
secretary named a three-member pan< xf prominent California university men to 
report within five days whether braceros 11 be needed to work in the San 
Joaquin delta and Salinas areas on as 2gus and strawberry crops next month. 
THe panel also was directed to investigate whether growers are meeting the wage 

labor which he laid down last December.... 

be, in all likelihood, the necessity for 

labor this year to meet the sudden peak 

demand situations." -The secre directive broke a four-month period of 

uncertainty and political cont ; . During that time, he steadfastly in- 

sisted that crops would not allowed to "rot in the fields" but he declined 
to give assurances farmers requested that Mexicans would be admitted. 

To the California farm labor panel, Wirtz named Benjamin Aaron, director 
of the Institute of Industrial Relations at UCLA, Daniel G. Aldrich Jr., chan- 
cellor of the University of California at Irvine and former dean of agriculture 
of the University, and Arthur Ross, professor of Business Administration at 
Berkeley...- 

The secretary...said the use of braceros to meet peak demands in Califor- 
nia this year constitutes only a aeceant stage in the transition to a full.. 
reliance on domestic laborers. A third stage in the transition remains to be 
completed, he warned, because "too little attention has been paid to the basic 
reason for the development of the use of temporary foreign labor in this coun- 
try almost exclusively in agriculture "He said the third stage would be com- 
pleted after "the whole depressed aoa Gk bn of migratory farm labor is attack- 
ed and changed.” 


San Francisco Chronicle, 

Shouts of “liar, liar, idar!" resounded through a small hearing room in 
Stockton yesterday. California's farm labor battle was on again. This time 
the conflict was staged before a three man panel appointed by Secretary of La- 
bor W. Willard Wirtz... The conflict became so intense at one point.that a 
growers' sympathizer, Ernest Perry, a Stockton labor contractor, rose: in the 
audience to shout at the top of his lungs: . "You're a liar, you're’a liar, 
you're a liar," at C. Al Green of the AFL-CIO's Agricultural Workers Organiza- 
tion (sic) Committee. After five minutes of noise, Perry sat down, and Green 
repeated that his organization can supply all the-workers any grower needs. But 
first, Green said, the growers would have to agree to offer the wages and work- 
ing conditions Wirtz has specified if they are to qualify for Mexican help.... 
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Peevey, State AFL-CIO research director asserted growers had not met 
onditions end thus are not eligible for Mexican help. 


a 
"ARM LABOR editor's summary —" 3 
-om. "Interim Report of California Farm Labor Panel," April 23, 1965: 

In executive sessions, the panel met with two officers of the Bank of 
Ausrica, two representatives of the State Department of Agriculture, four 
‘representatives of the State Department of Employment, four officials of the 

 §. Bureau of Employment Security, and a county farm advisor. In two public 
nec ings, testimony was received from seven grower spokesmen, six labor spokes- 


Mi ae labor contractor, and one county farm advisor. 
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San Francisco Chronicle, April 25, 1965: 

A special farm labor panel paved the way yesterday for the first impor - 
tetion of Mexican farm workers into the United States since Congress killed 
tae controversial bracero program at the end of last year. The panel, named 
oy Secretary ‘of Labor, W. Willard Wirtz, to study the requests of Northern 
California growers for 6,700 foreign workers, recommended immediate importa- 
tion of 1,500 Mexicans under immigration Law. It also said growers should be 
allowed to use 1,000 Japanese and Filipiho nationals who already are in Cali- 
fornia, but who have been idle since the bracero program ended. 

The panel...said they made their recommendations even though growers 
generally have not offered potential domestic workers all the benefits which 
Wirtz .ned saic they must. offer to qualify for imported workers....Failure to 
cifer the benefits, said the panel, “seems to have resulted from the lack of 
understanding of the criteria, rather than a deliberate attempt to evade 

-"'...the panel blamed State and Federal officials for some of the "mis- 

srstanding."  ...Wirtz is expected to act almost immediately on the recom- 


‘“FM LABOR editor's note: 

Wistz, did approve the recommendation "almost immediately," amid lament- 
“tions. by growers and State Director of Employment Albert Tieburg that the 
i, 90 braceros were too littie, too late. There was a delay of three weeks 
whi .¢ U. ©. and Mexican negotiators worked out the braceros' contract, and 
chs Yaithful old "reception center" at El Centro was re-activated. The first 
contingent of McCarran-Walter-style braceros went to work in the Salinas Val- 
ley on May 19. after sleeping’ on the ground during the contracting process, 

‘aad an all-night bus ride from the border. 

Meanwhile, the Secretary's panel, this time represented by a single hear-_ 
ing exeminer-- the apotheosis of "democratic centralism"--received more testi- 
mony, and, on Mey 20, authorized the importation of another 1,000 braceros for 
the Salinas Valley. 


POLITICAL NOTES 


Resolution adopted by the California Democratic Council annual convention, 
Sacramento, March 21, 1905: 

---BE IT RESOLVED thet State and Federal legislators and administrators 
are urged not to permit the development of a bracero-type system, under some 
other name (such as "P.L. 414"), with government guarantees of any form of 
cheap, disadvantaged labor at artificially depressed "prevailing rates"; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the California Democratic Council urges the 
Governor of California, the State Legislature, the agricultural industry, 
and organized lrbor to work at both the State and Federal levels for a com- 
prehensive program of upgrading agricultural employment to levels reasonably 
comparable to other forms of employment, including: 

1. Creation oc.’ machinery to gusrantee the effective right of all work- 
ers to organize and bargoin collectively; 

2. : Extension cof unz-plcyment insurarce to agricultural workers; 


3. A State minimum wage c? $2 per hcur whether compensation is on an 
hour or piece-rate basis... 


Sacramento Bee, March 23, 1965: 

The California Democratic Council's actions on state issues were attack- 
ed today by Assem>lyman Robert Nonagan of San Joaquin County as “irresponsi- 
ble, ultra liberal and in direct opposition to the desires of the people of 


California." Monagan, Republican minority leader in the assembly, was par- 


ticv"arly critical of the CDC's support of senate apportionment, the Free 
Speech Movement by University of California students and faculty, and epprov- 
al of the end of the bracero labor program. 
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Sacramento Bee, April 4, 1965: 

The annual conventions of the two leading volunteer political organiza- 
tions of California were held in Sacramento and San Diego on successive week- 
ends. One convention: appropriately could have been held at Sather Gate in 
Berkeley and the other in racist dominated Selma, Alabama. This shows how 
far apart the Californie Democratic Council and the California Republican 
Assembly..-have drifted.... : 

The Republ*can assembly advocates the speedy reenactment of the law to 
permit importat:.on of Mexican nationals to harvest crops. The Democratic 
Council applauded the end of the bracero program and called for improvement 
in the standards of domestic farm workers... 
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San Francisco Chronicle, May 3, 1965: 

Directors of the Cal-fornia Repvblican Assembly loosed a few blasts at 
United States Secretary of Labor Willerd Wirtz yesterday and suggested that 
President Johnson fire him. 

The group unanimously adopted a resolution charging Wirtz with "degrad- 
ing the relations between the U.S. and the Mexican people by referring to the 
use of Mexican vraceros as though they were the status only of work-horses or 
cattle to be used or not on American farms at his discretion." 
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HOUSING NOTES 


Stockton Record, March 19, 1965: 

The federal government today announced a grant of nearly 4 million dol- 
lars for migrant farm family housing in California....The grant calls for 
building of ten 100-unit housing settlements for migrant families in Califor- 
nia...(with) 10 percent of the cost to be borne by local agencies.... 

The migrant housing program announced today will be directed by Kirk 
Wilson of the state antipoverty office. 
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Press release from the office of Governor Edmund G. Brown, March 30,° 1965: 

"T gather from the press reports that (Secretary Wirtz) feels that fa- 
mily housing is the key to solving our farm labor problem.... 

"Senator Tom Rees of Los Angeles will be introducing a bill shortly to 
establish a State Office of Housing. We needed the office two years ago. 
Now we need it more than ever to help find thousands of temporary and per- 
manent housing units for agricultural workers... 

"Second--I have directed my ex@Qtive secretary, Winslow Christian, to 
create a Farm Housing Task Force to prepare...recommendations for a program 
to meet our farm housing shortage.... 

"Third--I have directed Dr. Paul O'Rourke, our poverty office coordi- 
nator, to complete construction of the 10 migrant service centers and the 
1,000 units of temporary housing which have been authorized by the federal 
Office of Economic Opportunity--and to complete them before this year's fall 
harvest." 


Sacramento Bee, March 30, 1965: 
The governor made it clear the workers would pay for their housing-- 
the program is not a free housing, free rent proposal.... 
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San Francisco Chronicle, March 31, 1965: 

Governor Ramund G. Brown's (housing program) "will revolutionize our 
farm labor system" within the next four to five years....Once the housing 
plan is completed, Brown said, all of California's alleged need for foreign 
workers will be eliminated, and both unemployment and welfare costs will be 
cut sharply. 


San Francisco Chronicle, April 12, 1965: 

California growers seeking solutions to what Government officials call 
"the heart of the farm labor problem"--a need for more and better worker 
housing--had two intriguing possibilities dangled before them last week. A 
pre-fabricated dwelling that can be moved with the crops and adapted to house 
families or single men, and a paper and plastic structure that can be assem- 
bled within two hours, house seven men, and be tossed away at the end of the 
harvest season. (The latter) is a collapsible, lightweight structure 10 feet 
high at its tent-like peak, with about 300 square feet of floor space...Basic- 
ally a folded sheet of foam plastic covered with waterproofed paper, the 
structure comes in two halves which can be set up by two men rapidly. 

Designers envision using it for single 90-day harvest seasons, to ac- 
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commodate transient workers, many of whom have previously slept out in the: 
open or in tents or autos. A total of 1,000 of the units, or something like 
them, will be put up at 10 county farm labor camps. this year. «Bach will eost 
abowt- $500 and be financed through grants under the Federal Government's anti- 
poverty program. ; 
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Press release from the office of the Governor, April 16, 1965: 

Governor Edmund G. Brown asked two key committees of Congress today to 
increase a presidential appropriations request for farm housing from $5 mil- 
lion to $10 million to help ease California's critical farm labor problem. 

a The governor submitted written testimony to Senator Spessard L. Holland 
(D-Florida), chairman of the Agriculture Subcommittee of the Senate Appro- 
priations Committee, and Congressman Jamie L. Whitten (D-Mississippi), chair- 
man of the Agriculture Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee. 


(FARM LABOR editor's note: Whitten's seat is under challenge from 
Fannie Lou Hamer of the Freedom Democratic Party.) 
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Press release from the office of the Governor, April 20, 1965: 

Community; farm and labor leaders have been invited by Governor Edmund 
Brown to a Conference’ on Farr Worker Housing to be held in Sacramento, April 
29. The governor -said the conference “will be-a-vital Link in our program 
to create a domestic farm labor force to harvest California's crops."... 

Speakers will include the governor; Acting Chancellor Martin Meyerson, 
of the University of California at Berkeley, former Dean of the College of 
Environmental Design; Senator Robert D. Williams, of Hanford; and Dr. Paul 
O'Rourke, Special Assistant to the Governor for Anti-Poverty Planning. 
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Remarks by the Governor at Conference on Farm Housing, Merchandise Mart, 
Sacramento, April 29, 1965: 

.. Many of you have met many, many times in housing workshops ;. housing 
Conferences and housing commissions. The subject has been researched, re- 
viewed and reexamined until it is very nearly worn out. But we are not: fin- 
ished with it’ yet. Nor shall we be finished as long as a single farm family 
must camp out on a ditch bank... 

The farm housing problem has come into sharp focus in recent months.... 
It is clear now that (domestic) recruitment efforts are being badly hampered 
by the lack of adequate family-type housing. Secretary of Labor Wirtz noted 
that deficiency in his recent tour. So-:also has the Council of California 
Growers and other organizations.... 

Our farm economy and its $10 billion complex of growing, processing, can- 
ning and shipping is absolutely vital to this state. An adequate labor force 
is equally vital to its success....So let us lay aside our doubts, our pre- 
judices and our past mistekes and make a new start towards achieving our com- 
mon objective--a prosperous economy, jobs for all who want work, and a decent 
home for every worker. j 


(FARM LABOR editor's note: Unfortunately, the farm workers and farm 
workers' representatives who attended the Governor's Conference were indif- 
ferent, to say the least, to the housing models displayed. For another 
comment on housing, see the penultimate pdragraph on page 7 of this issue.) 
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Every so often, someone asks us, "What- 
ever happened to the Agricultural Work- 
ers Organizing Committee?" as though it 
were only of historical interest. AWOC 
still has its headquarters at 805 E. 
Weber St., Stockton, and is still alive, 
as the following materials demonstrate. 


AWOC NOTES 


Letter from C. Al Green, AWOC Director, to Governor Brown, March 5, 1965: 
AWOC was very surprised to hear...your statements in the press to the ef- 
fect that you wanted to bring Mexican foreign labor into California 


-. Governor, 
you have been.in office since 1959. 


Don't you think it is. time you started talk- 
ing about the domestic farm worker?...if your administration wants to handle the 
placement of domestic farm workers, don't you think that it is time the Cali- 
fornia Department of Employment called in a commit%ee of domestic farm workers 
and worked out a coutract covering hours, wages and working conditions...? Re- 
member the Mexican Government protects its people--you should protect Cali- 
fornians... 

Governor, you have been in office ever since 1959. 
vhis slave labor to come to California. 


Every year you ask for 
--AWOC thinks it is time you tell the 
public that you have never asked the people who pay the subsidy for this slave 
labor program if they want to continue to pay this subsidy. ...Let the public 


know this subsidy is not paid for by the taxpayer...this subsidy is paid for at 
the expense of the poor in America: the domestic farm worker.:.. 

So, I suggesS to you Governor, quit crying for foreign farm labor and help 
put through a minimum yage of at least $1.50 per hour, unemployment insurance 
and some low cost housing for the domestic farm worker to live in. 

I have been in this office for three years watching your administration 
fumble around with this problem of the farm worker. It is pitiful to see how 
your administration has exploited the farm workers in order to promote this 
foreign Labor program that you are talking about. 
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Letter from C. Al Green to Secretary Wirtz, March 24, 1965: 

---AWOC is a chartered organization by the AFL-CIO. It has never been of- 
icially notified by your office or the California Department of Employment ta 
cecruit domestic workers to do farm work. We feel that this is pure and simple 
discrimination against this organization....Even though we were never offici- 

ally notified...we were able to produce the domestic workers and harvest the 
(Imperial Valley) lettuce, without any strikes or chaos. So AWOC feels that 
they are able to furnich all the domestic workers that are needed to harvest 
the crops in California...providing that these domestic workers work under an 
AWOC agreement which complies with your criteria (of December 19)...AWOC has 
proved beyond a doubt that it is capable of mobilizing work forces through 
their membership to get the crops harvested....AWOC can't understand why this 
orgenization hasn't be.n contacted before any foreign workers were put to work 
-»-AWOC will be waiting for an answer from your office in the above matter. 
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Letter from C. Al Green to William De Paoli, Manager, California Asparagus 
Growers' Association, March 18, 1965: 

A meeting was held in our office March 16 with union contractors who have 
signed agreements with AWOC...It was brought out that these farm labor contrac- 
tors have room for over 5,000 workers in their camps...and that they had plenty 
of workers, who ave members of AWOC....It was reported that they have contacted 
your office and you have no jobs available....the California Asparagus Growers 
Association is discriminating against farm labor contractors who have signed 
agreements with AWOC. As I have told you and Mr. Dan Nomellini, we are ready 
and willing at any time to sit down and discuss a contract covering agricultur - 
al workers in this area. We have plenty of asparagus cutters....But to this 
date, we haven't heard fron you or Mr. Dan Nomellini. 
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Telegram.from.C. Al Green to Secretary Wirtz, March 30, 1965: 
Mr. Secretary: You came to California. You saw the filthy labor camps. 
tt tnmge You heard the ‘domestic farm workers say how he was mistreated and exploited by 
““eeunthe, farm lebor contractor and the grower. Domestic farm workers want a living 
wage, woteiaigyiconditions and decent housing so that a human being can still 
survive. AWOC has been civing you and the Department of Labor the facts that 
you saw and heard, since 1962 but to no avail. AWOC has the answer to the do- 
mestic farm workers problem, which is a contract covering hours, wages, working 
conditions and housing... ‘ 
In the event AWOC is unable to recruit sufficient domestic farm workers, 
AWOC will. lend assistance.to the contractor or grower who is signatory to an 
agreement. with AWOC in securing foreign farm workers providing foreign farm’ 
workers become members of AWOC and work under the AWOC agreement to avoid any 
adverse effect on the. domestic farm workers' wages, hours, working conditions 
and housing. 


Sacramento..Bee, April.1, 1965. 

e State Employment Director, Albert B. Tieburg has ruled he cannot help 3 
San Joaquin Valley asparagus growers replace workers who walked off their jobs 
in labor disputes....Involved in the disputes is the Agricultural Workers Or- 
ganizing Committee, which is trying to organize field workers with the support 
of the AFL-CIO. e F ‘ 

Until the disputes. are settled, Tieburg said the growers will not qualify 
for any foreign labor made available under the federal immigration law. The 
asparagus growers have requested the federal labor department to authorize im- 
portation of 2,900 foreign workers to harvest the crops. 

Firms involved in the dispute are Zuckerman-Mandeville, Inc., and the 
Zuckerman Farms Compeny both of Stockton...and Ververdor, Inc., of Tracy... 
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Organized Labor (Sen Francisco), April 26, 1965. 
an appeal for contributions ov preferably, monthly pledges, has been made 
to all Local Unions by the ATL-CIO Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee, 
to help finance its current organizing drive. 

"The national AFI.--CLO office is helping this organization, but some help 
from the trade union movement throughout the state will give us greater strength," 
said Al Green, director. "Then in the event of a strike we may be able to feed 
and assist some of the members...." 

Please mail all checks to the office of Thomas L. Pitts, Secretary, State 
Labor Federation, AFL-CIO, 995 Market Street, San Francisco. 


RELIGIOUS NOTES 


San Francisco Progress, Merch 17. 1065- 

The Rt. Rev. James A. Pike, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of California, 
has named a special commission to make a study of the agricultural labor prob- 
lem confronting California, end its relation to social and economic factors af- 
fecting workers, farmers, processors and the public... 

Bishop Pike's decision to launch the study of the problem grew out of a 
personal visit...to the rich agricultural Salinas Valley. "I became immedi- 
ately aware of the grave dimensions of the problem revolving around the matter 
of recrui-ing agricultural labor in our producing areas," he said, "and of the 
potential of social and economic disaster for growers, processors and workers 
alike, should our crops not be harvested--or, worse still, should they not 
even be planted by reason of growers' fear that there will be no hands to pick 
them at the required time. We are not dealing at this moment with the knotty 
question of who is vight or wrong..." 

A primary charge on the commission, the Bishop said, will be to recommend 
whether the Diocese of Califcrnia should support Governor Edmund G. Brown's 
appeal to Secretary of Labor Willard Wirtz to admit braceros into the United 
States to help harvest this year's farm CYOPBic.s.c 
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San Francisco Chronicle, March 17, 1965: 

The Northern California-Nevada Council of Churches, concerned over "tragic 
human suffering among domestic farm workers," yesterday announced opposition to 
any further importation of farm workers from abroad. Council directors...said 
“mportation has undercut the wages and working conditions of domestic farm 
workers. The needs of these workers and their families, the directors said, 
must teke precedence over any employer difficulties in recruiting workers, 

They urged steps to raise domestic wages, establish minimum pay guarantees 
and fringe benefits, put farm workers under social insurance programs and. give 
them the rights to collective bargaining...afforded non-farm workers. : 
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California Farm Bureau Monthly, April, 1965: 

Where Are We Letting the Leaders of the Church Take Us? 

by Allan Grant, California Farm Bureau President 

...tne Board of Directors of the Northern California-Nevada Council ‘of 
Churches (has) edopted a resolution calling for the end of foreign labor pro- 
grams in California and asking the Christian community to join~others in work- 
ing towards unemployment insurance, minimum wage and collective bargaining leg- 
islation for farm workers.... 

This stand by: the Council of Churches plus others taken in recent years, 
including its advocacy of the 160-acre limitation, raises some serious questions 
in my mind. Foremost amcng them is: Where are the leaders of the religious 
community attempting to te us? 

The Americen system...and Caristian ethics are basically and fundamentally 
very much alike....Socialism inevitably brings a breakdown of morality....Where 
is the church today? Has it been misied into being part of our social prob- 
lems?...If the church is being misled by a combination of cupidity and well 
meaning into ignoring the facts, then...we have a responsibility to bring facts 
to bear here as well as elsewhere. 


Taj toa ga he try 


t 


~20 


San Francisco News Call-Bulletin, April 6, 1965: 

Episcopal Bishop. Jemes A. Pi today suggested the importation of bracero 
farm labor to harvest this year's crops....At this time, the bishop stressed 
it is unlikely that "the crops can be harvested without the use of braceros. 

A flat barring of braceros now will seriously affect our economy." 
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Letter from Rev. Wayne C. Harvmire, Jr., Director, California Migrant Ministry, 
to the Rt. Rev. James A Pike, April 10, 1965: 

I have just reed and reread your statement on the current farm labor sit- 
uation in California;.-I.sm not so much angered as saddened by it. You coun- 
sel farm workers to'wait 2a little while Longer for be radical changes. that 
must.come. But wait is:al?. they have done for d decades. How much longer should 
they wait? And who ave.vwe--the custodians of an suse system--to ask them to 

yYait?... 

I know the answer: 2 workers will give because I have heard them say it: 
"you: Christians .sneais :brave’terds abcut Alabema but when the money .changers are 
in their own témp' then tncy. stand Yor gracualism--gradualism which means 
justice can wait fox 32 OL USS TLL Ait r our way in those temples."... 

You may feel that tne analogy to Alal inaccurate. If so, I am 
afraid that reflects how little you kno about: ene history of farm labor in 
this state..-.There is in fact a radical Cisparity in power...between farm 
workers and their en yers. sep eas lsbor. importation--a system we the 
people have baptized --has.1 anc intensified that disparity.... 

The long history o: “ bor programs has demonstrated conclusively 
that agribusinessmen wilk.not make (improvements) until. their foreign labor 
supply is"firmly cut off--until the: re forced to face a radical new depend- 
ence on domestic labor. 

To turn to the: Alebama enrlogy, your position sounds too much like: 
"Preedom--not now--but next year after we have given the white power struc- 
ture a chance to:voluntarily:open:un voting rights, employment opportunities, 
etc. to Negroés. "That 25 a naive and even dangerous position, for time. is 
meaningless in: the hands of people who are committed to maintaining a bene- 
ficial (to them) status quo. In the meantime, farm workers suffer and wait 
while we who are sleek and comforteble counsel them to be patient. 

..-L consider this issue to be ethicaliy important to Christians in 
California. Most churchmen in rural. ar are misled into a safe, accommo- 
dating position by a steedy stream: of employer-oriented propaganda. I am 
afraid your statemenc--no matter what its intent. and full content--will be 
used to keep the ethical waters uim...-L would...welcome an opportunity to 
talk this out face : 


Your brother in Christ 


Bennet 
F Mang 
Schorske 
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